The Pastoral Letters of Paul
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In this first letter to Timothy, Paul gives specific instructions for the church body and for Timothy himself.  As an apostle and father in the ministry, Paul’s task was to not only lay hands and consecrate, but teach and advise his sons as well. Here, Paul covers topics ranging from worship to the expectations of Deacons. Timothy is serving as a pastor at Ephesus.
1 Timothy (Summary)
Chapters 1-6
A. The initial greeting, warnings and testimony – Ch. 1

B. An explanation and instructions for worship – Ch. 2

C. Leaders of the Church; duties and code of ethics – Ch. 3

D. Special instructions for Timothy – Ch. 4
E. Suggestions and directions for others (elders, widows, and slaves and parting salutation– Ch. 5 & 6

Study Questions:

1. Keeping in mind the culture of the time, do you agree with the advice Paul gives Timothy regarding widows and slaves?  Why or why not?

2. What do you think is the purpose of a pastoral letter? 

3. How is this text different from one of the Gospels?

4. What does Paul’s testimony and acclimation regarding the grace of Jesus indicate about his state of mind, in your opinion?
Notes:
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