
Celebrating Advent with Kids
For the Instructor

Advent – is derived from the Latin term,Adventus Redemptoris, or the coming of the Savior. Also, Advent refers to the spirit of expectation or anticipation of Jesus The Christ as Messiah. This Season should not be confused with Christmas or Christmastide ,which is the celebration of Christ's birth and the following weeks into the New Year. In teaching children and youth, explain that Advent and Christmas are different, and that we prepare for Christmas during Advent.
THEMES and Candles

Using themes that are meaningful is important. One way to impress upon young minds the way these themes relate to them is to have them talk about what the words mean to them. Our themes are Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.
Exercise

Choose a theme from above and then find a scripture or song that complements it. For example:
LOVE:  Jesus Loves Me-Song

Then, light the appropriate candle. Ask each person to say why they know that Jesus loves them.  Do this each week, choosing a song or Bible verse that is age appropriate. Coloring and cutting activities are still fun, too!
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Older Children may do this exercise, with some help in choosing a Bible verse.
Theme: __________

Scripture: ___________

What will I do to practice this concept?
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