ACTS – An Overview

Time: Around 50 AD

Key Points:

· The Holy Spirit  - the main character

The Holy Spirit governed, led and inspired all of the Acts of the Apostles, followers, teachers and church leaders.

· The Church 

The church was formed throughout all nations as Jesus required -- Greek and Jew, and not only in Europe, but also from Asia to Africa.

· Major Characters:  Peter, Philip, Paul, Stephen, The Seven, Barnabas, Timothy, James, John, Dorcas, Phoebe, Aquilla & Priscilla, centurions, Felix, Agrippa, the church communities at Jerusalem, Antioch, Iconium, Thessalonica, Corinth, and others.

· Routes

[image: image1.png]Mediterranean Canae
GALILEE
MNezercthe 2

7
aCacsarea
SAMARIA
3
o Samaria
aleady visted by Peter

ot afer Phil the
Evangelst's mission

1
§ JUDEA

e he dordan

B e s

=0 Somiles

0km



Numbered in order of appearance – includes the journeys of Peter, Philip and Paul

(Taken from http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/CP05Acts08.htm)
Terms to know:

1. Apostles

2. Caesar

3. Centurion

4. Chief Priest

5. Disciples

6. Emperor

7. Governor

8. Grecian - Hebraic Jews

9. Pentecost

10. Sanhedrin

Overview of the Book

The Acts of the Apostles (Acts) is the fifth book of the New Testament, immediately following the four Gospels.  It has 28 chapters, and scholars believe the book was written between AD 70 and 90 by the author of Luke. Evidence indicates that it may even be the 2nd Book of Luke. Acts covers the period from the Ascension of Christ (chapter 1) and the Pentecost (chapter 2), to the visits of St. Paul to Rome, where he was placed under arrest (chapter 28).  The author emphasizes the spread of the message of Christ to the Jews and Gentiles and the courage of the Apostles and followers in the face of severe persecution.

Although it does not contain the Acts of all the Apostles, it does paint a vivid picture of the emergence of Christianity through the ministries of Peter, Paul and others who preached and who were persecuted on behalf of the Church.  One of the most popular texts in the book is the 2nd chapter where the Pentecost Narrative is found (1:1”When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place...”).  Other important events include, but are certainly not limited to, the stoning of Stephen, the baptizing of the first African (eunuch), the miracles of Peter and the conversion of Paul.
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