The Epistles of Paul to the Corinthians

I Corinthians- Chapter 4

I. We are Servants and Stewards (1-2)

II. We are not judged by ourselves, but by God (3-5) 

a. Who are we to judge one another?

b. Only God can bring judgment; ultimately, God brings light to the darkness 

III. We must not be arrogant and puffed up (6-7)

IV. We are presenting ourselves to the world as among the worst for the sake of Christ; we are like trash (8-21)

Summary

Paul admonishes the church again in this chapter, but begins with explaining the importance of being a servant and steward of God’s ministry.  He says that in our arrogance, God chooses to humble us. Paul says that as a father, he must gently remind them of their holy obligation and encourages the church to imitate the good things they see in him. Timothy has arrived to teach the people, and Paul confirms his soon arrival, adding that their haughty behavior must stop.

Key Point:

Study Questions: 
1. What do you think a steward and servant should be like, and what is the relationship between the two in the church today?  

2. What are some attributes that you think are necessary for an effective steward or ministerial leader in the church?

3.  Why do you think Paul refers to the apostles as “rubbish” or trash? 

Notes:
