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The Gospel of Luke: An Overview

The Gospel of Luke is the third book of the NT. The author of Luke is considered to be one of the more prolific and socially conscious writers of the Gospels.  Perhaps, this is because there is more time spent in this historic book about women and outcasts than in the other depictions of Christ’s life.  It is one of two books that present the Birth Narrative of Christ (the other is Matthew). Luke is considered the first of two books; the second is Acts. Evidence in the text (Greeting to Theophilus in Luke 1:3 and Acts 1:1, for example) points to the author being the same person.  Some feel that the person was a companion of Paul, since the writer speaks of Paul as an observer in the latter chapters of Acts – this could mean that Luke was an associate to other apostles including those who walked with Christ.  

Emphasis: In Luke, the mission of Christ is emphasized over and over again:  spreading the Gospel throughout Judea and beyond.  At the ascension, Christ commands the Disciples to go back to Jerusalem and there prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit – afterwards, they are to go into the world and teach the Good News.

Names -Terms to Know

Ascension

Anna

Caesar Augustus 

Capernaum 

Distinctive Narratives
Elizabeth

Galilee

Genealogy (the text)

Herod

John the Baptist

Judea

Judas

Mary and Martha

Mary Magdalene
Miracle

Quirinius census

The women

Tyre, Sidom

The 12 Disciples

Woe or “Woe statements”
Simeon 

Simon

