The Letter of Paul to the Galatians
Chapter 4

Heirs
I. We are God’s children and therefore heirs to God’s promise (1-7)
II. Disappointment in the Church 
A. Turning back to old ways? (8-11)

B. Perplexed: Have others taken over the church? (12-20)
III. The Example of Hagar and Sarah: Slave or Free? (21-31)
Summary

Paul is still concerned and apparently very frustrated at the Galatians’ behavior.  He asks if he has wasted his time on them, and continues to stress law versus God’s promise.  He uses the story of Isaac and Ishmael’s births to the Sarah and Hagar (see Genesis 16) to make his point.  Being like slaves means not receiving the promise, he states. Paul asks that they emulate him and return to the righteousness they were taught.
Key Message: _________________________________________________

Study Questions

1. Do you agree that Hagar and her son did not receive the promise of God?
2. What is the “promise” that Paul mentions in this chapter; is it the same as in Chapter 3?
