THE PASTORAL LETTERS OF PAUL

Overview

The pastoral letters found in the New Testament are often overlooked and rarely attract the same attention as church community letters attributed to Paul.  Yet, they provide exciting (and at times controversial) information and insight into the culture and social context of the day.  Often read for clergy-centered occasions in the church, such as ordination and consecration services, the letters to Timothy and Titus are worth more in-depth study.  
Certainly, they may provide a deeper understanding of our work in the church as Christ’s disciples.  

There are three: 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus, found consecutively in the NT just after the letters to the Thessalonians. Paul writes each letter concerning specific issues in the church to his sons in ministry, presumably between 100-150 C.E.

Terms to know (others may be added):

1. Alexander
2. Artemas 

3. Bishop

4. Crete

5. Deacon

6. Eunice

7. Hymenaeus 
8. Lois

9. Lystra

10. Macedonia

11. Prisca & Aquila

12. Tychicus
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