Matthew 13: The Parables

I. Jesus by the sea - the Sower and other parables (1-53)

II. Jesus explains parables  (10-53)


A. who hears and sees and who does not

B. prophesy fulfilled

C. more teaching 

   III.    Jesus rejected by his own - a carpenter miracle-worker 
(54-58)

Matthew 14: The Sacrifice, the Miracle Feeding

I. John the Baptist pays the ultimate price (1-12)

II. The compassion of Jesus: feeding five thousand (13-21)

III. Jesus walks on water; Peter’s faith and failing (22-33)

IV. Jesus’ fringe heals more of the sick and dying (34-36)

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study questions: Of the parables, which may be the most important for contemporary Christians in their faith walk? Where else does Peter demonstrate faith and then immediately fails in his understanding of the Christ?  Why does IV. say “more” of the sick (Chap 14)?
Matthew 15: The Teachings and Challenges Continue - Another Miracle Feeding
I. Jesus responds to more questions on tradition (1-9)

II. Jesus explains true defilement (10-20)


A. what goes in vs. what comes out

B. having true understanding
   III.   Jesus engages a Canaanite woman (21-28)

 IV. 
 More healing 29-31

 V.    Feeding the Four Thousand 32-39

Matthew 16: Jesus Tries to Reach His Disciples
D. Responding the demand for a sign (1-4)

E. The lesson of yeast and the warning (5-12)

F. Peter declares Jesus as the Messiah (13-20)

G. Jesus tells of his death, rebukes evil words (21-23)

H. Jesus and the Cross of Discipleship (24-28)

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study questions: What was the meaning of "yeast" regarding the Pharisees?  Did Jesus actually call the Canaanite woman a dog?  If so, why?
Matthew 17: The Transfiguration

I. Jesus glorified by The Father (1-8)

J. Jesus explains: Elijah and John analogy (9-13)


   III.   Why can we not heal? (14-21)

 IV. 
 Another prediction statement – paying taxes (22-27}

Matthew 18: Lessons on Humility and Redemption

I. The humility of a child (1-7)

II. Staying away from sin (8-9)

III. The lesson of the Lost Sheep (10-14)

IV. Doing what is right; talking honestly and learning to communicate (15-20)

V. When God is present: It only takes two (15-20)

VI. Seventy: Forgiveness is the key; the story of the vindictive servant who would not forgive (21-35)

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study Questions: 

Ch. 17 - What did the Transfiguration mean for the disciples and what does it mean for us today?  How did God reaffirm his appointment of Jesus to save humanity?  How was it different from the baptism scene?  Ch. 18 - Why did Jesus choose the number “70” when speaking to Peter on forgiveness?
Matthew 19: The Laws for Living
III. Jesus speaks on divorce (1-12)

IV. Love the little children (13-15)

   III.    Love the Lord with all you have; give up possessions for 
 salvation; be willing to be last.  (14-30)

Matthew 20: Another Parable

K. The parable of the vineyard owner (1-16)

L. Asking for something we don't deserve (17-28)

M. The persistence of two men (29-34)

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study Questions: 

Ch. 19, 20 - What did Jesus mean by "first and last"?  Does it mean the same in each instance that he makes the statement?  What healing scene does the two blind men narrative mirror?  Name the text-citation.  Finally, are we in God's will when we divorce?
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