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Rome: The Culture of the Community
As learners begin an in depth study of the Book of Romans, an understanding of the culture is both practical and prudent.  The three categories that follow allow an organized study of the lifestyle and relationships that took place in the Roman Empire.

People

Emperor, king, Caesar, gods, priests, army, legion, cohort, centurion, Censor
Places

Court, temple, Roman Empire, Colosseum, government, senate
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Figure 1 The Roman Empire
Practices

Languages, persecution, worship, hierarchy and class, taxation, wars, census, arrests, punishments & executions
Questions for study
1. How does each term relate to the Christian era and the lives of people during and after Christ’s time on earth?

2. What would be an example from the Bible?

3. Looking at a particular text, try to tie or connect the words you read with some person, place, or practice – is there a connection?

Group assignment:

“Render unto Caesar…”


Look at this biblical verse; find it and put the passage into context to ascertain the purpose of the statement.  Who is speaking? To whom is the person speaking?  What examples from the three categories would relate and why?

Romans – 2015 Bible Study; M Jones, PhD, facilitator
http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/roman-empire.html


